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Stingers Adding
Afghans’ Fight,
- U.S. Aides Say

\} By BERNARD GWERTZMAN
Special 10 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Dec. 12 — United
States officials said today that the Af-
ghan guerrilla forces had begun using
newly provided Stinger anti-aircraft
missiles, causing significant problems
for Soviet and Afghan aircraft and heli-
copters.

More planes and helicopters have
been shot down than ever before, they
said, and the presence of the portabie
American-made missiles has algg
forced Soviet and Afghan pilots to fly
higher, reducing the effectiveness of
the air power against the guerrillas,

TheofﬂchhsaldtheSovietandM-
ghan armed forces had lost 1,000
Planes and helicopters in seven years
of war. It was not possible, however, 1o
8¢t a precise breakdown for this year.

' They also said that according to United

States intelligence estimates, there had
_been 35,000 Seviet Casuaities, including
about 12,000 personnel killed.

Over all, the officials said, the mi)j-
tary situation for the rebels was better
than at any other time, This may ex-
plain, they said, the considerabile
speculation, encouraged recently by
some Soviet officials, that Moscow wiil
press for a negotiated settlement.

One development that added to the
sense that something might be in the
wind was the appearance in Moscow
this week of not only Najibullah, the Af.
ghan leader, but also the entire Afghan
leadership for talks with Mikhai} S,
Gorbachev, the Soviet leader.

The Afghans met today with Mr. Gor-
bachev and declared afterward that
the further withdrawal of Soviet troops
from Afghanistan remained contingent
on the reduction of outside aid to the Af-
ghan guerrillas. )

Earlier this year, Mr. Gorbachev
called Afghanistan ‘3 bleeding wound'’
and said the Soviet Union would like to
withdraw its troops, estimated to num-
ber 120,000, “in the nearest future.

Negotiations for a political settle-
ment based on United Nations media-
tion have been 80ing on for more than
four years, with many of the issues re-
solved. But the major problem — the
timetable for a Soviet withdrawal —
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remains unresolved, according to offj.
clals of the State Department, United
Nations and Pakistan. The negotiations |
are called “proximity talkg" because 3 '
United Nationg official, Diego Cordo-
vez, meets Separately in Geneva with

the Pakistanis, with
Washington, have insisted it be done in
about four months.

Last Tuesday, a high-ranking Unitag
Nations officia] said Mr. Cordovez had

capfitals, *‘ful} agreement”’ by the par-
ties on the ma jor issue of how an agree-
ment could be monitored. He sajd the
parties had agreed on a draft on how
the United Nations would monitor the

| Soviet withdrawal from Atghanistan
jand a halt to aid semt to the Alfghan
' guerrilias through Pakistan.

“Now is the first time the only issue
remaining is the time frame,’”" Mr. Cor-
dovez said.

The parties have already agreed that
the flow of arms to the rebels would be
halited before tta withdrawal of Soviet
forces begins. The Americans and Pa.
kistanis have said that if the arms flow
is halted, the Soviet Union must pull its
forces out quickly so that the rebels
would not be put at unacceptable risk.

American €Xperts speculated that
Mr. Gorbachev had summoned the en-
tire Kabul leadership 1o Moscow 1o

their leaders.

Last June, a delegation of guern‘lla'
leaders compiained bitterly in Wash-
i had not seen any
Stinger missiles, despite reports that
they were (o receive them through cov-
ert channels.

Guerrilias Increase Pressure

Government officials said today,
however, that the missiles have been
provided for several months now. They
tingers, machine guns and|
other anti-aircraft Wweapons were being
used more effectively.

Of more significance, they said, werel
these developments:

9Military pressure on Kabul, the Af-
ghan capital, resumed in
months, after Soviet forces had some
Success in buiiding security cordons
around the city. The officials said the|
Kabul airport and the city itself have
repeatedly been shelled by guerrtilas
entrenched in foothills around the city.
The Soviet Embassy has been hit and a
large ammunition dump destroyed.

GAfter suffering major defeats in the
.northeastern part of the country last|
year, the guerrtllas have attacked ef-
fectively. Two Afghan Army camps of
battalion size were overrun, with the
capture or killing of 400 to 500 soldiers
and the seizure of large amounts of
military equipment.

guerrillas remained in control .
of most of the two other major cities,
Kandahar and Herat, despite Soviet ef-
forts to expel them in very heavy fight-:
ing in the summer and fall,

ports of armed claghes betweén the dif-
ferent leadership factions.

' The seventh anniversary of the
| sweep by Soviet forces into Afghani.
stan takes place this month, and, as in
the past, the State rement plans to

tary of State John C. Whitehead is 1o
hold a news conference on Tuesday.
There has some controversy
this year over how the Afghan insur-
gents were faring. On Aug. 13, for in-

lican of Utah, who has taken great in.
terest in the Afghan errillas, toid a
Congressional task force that their 9Despite Soviet efforts to cut off sup-
military capability was deten‘oralmg ply routes, the miijta equipment is
use of poor training, inadequate being provided to the A ghan guerrillag
equipment, end a lack of unity among | in greater quantity and bettes quality.
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